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Academy for Career Education
November 28, 2007
Academy for Career Education
2800 Vassar St., Reno, NV  89502
Members Present:




Others Present:
Matt Clafton, President



Silvia Marin, Principal
Dale Lowery, 1st Vice President


Leigh Berdrow, Vice Principal
Dean Whellams, 2nd Vice President


Bob Deruse, Vice Principal

Laurie Coombs




Ed Horan
Travis Coombs




Michelle Daughtery
Paul Georgeson




Thea Sullivan
Chuck Morrison                                                                                                                                                                                               
Laura Walsh

The meeting convened at 3:05 p.m.
1.  CALL TO ORDER
President Matt Clafton called the meeting to order.  
2.  APPROVE AGENDA
The agenda was approved.
3.  APPROVE MINUTES FROM OCTOBER 17, 2007 MEETING
The minutes from the October 17, 2007 meeting were approved by the board.  
4.  PRESIDENT’S REPORT

President Matt Clafton mentioned that he has not heard anything regarding the student appeals that were denied from the October meeting.
5.  PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

a. Student Reports

Student Cristina Escobar attended the board meeting.  Leigh introduced Cristina who represents the Building Trades program, but also takes CADD as well.  Cristina told the board that she has not heard any big complaints from students and that she is proud to attend ACE.  Cristina talked about taking Pre Calculus and setting goals in that class.  She said how much she likes Building Trades.  She enjoys learning new things and working with her hands.  She thinks Auto CADD is going to help her with her chosen career.  Cristina takes band and an AP class at her home high school.  Cristina discovered ACE on the internet.  She is a senior and plans on going to the Naval Academy and becoming a mechanical engineer or architect.

Principal’s Report


Silvia reported that she has not heard anything from the students that were removed.  Five additional students have been removed since the October meeting.  Two of the five students were involved with the previous incident, but there was not enough evidence for removal at that time.  An incident occurred, which a parent alerted ACE about.  The incident did not happen during school.  Silvia met with each of the parents and they were all very understanding.  


Ed attended the BANNer Awards on November 3, on behalf of ACE.  ACE was invited to draw the winning raffle ticket for the fundraiser and say a few words.

ACE applied through its sponsor, Washoe County School District, to be exempt from the annual monitoring audit.  The deadline was November 15 and we are waiting to hear back.  This would exempt ACE for three years.  This was made possible through AB591, a bill introduced by Bonnie Parnell.  The specific requirements are still being put in place at the state board of education.

ACE received five thousand dollars from Carl Perkins to be used for classroom and teaching materials.  There isn’t any money for the Diesel program.  There is money for CADD, however ACE isn’t eligible at this time.  Silvia is going to check where ACE is on the rotation schedule for these funds.


ACE applied for a Commission on Construction Education grant to purchase computers and estimating software.  Their meeting is Tuesday, December 4, 2007.  Silvia will attend the meeting and asked the board if they know any members of the Commission on Construction Education to please contact them.  ACE applied for $25,000.  


Leigh gave an update on grades.  First quarter there were sixteen students on academic probation that failed a majority of their classes or their career class.  They have the next quarter to bring their grades up.  Since ACE is a school of choice and uses alternative teaching methods it is ACE’s responsibility to sit down with students and parents and give them some options that may work for them.  Fourteen students received 4.0.  There were many students that had all A’s and B’s as well.  Four students failed every single class, two because of attendance.  


This Friday there is some public workshops at the State Board of Education.  Ed will be attending with Jeanette.  One of the issues that ACE testified on, in October, is NRS 386, regarding the exemption of monitoring.  Some changes were suggested.  There is no deadline for the sponsoring agent to notify the charter school if they have been granted the exemption.  ACE is requesting a deadline of December 15 for the sponsor to notify the charter school.  


Another change is NAC 3863452B.  This stated that a contractor cannot be on a governing board.  It now states that any person who owns, operates, is employed by, or receives compensation from a corporation, a business, an organization, or other entity who is a contractor of the governing board or charter school, or any person who is related to such persons.  That would mean that any persons in this room ACE could not do business with.  Some of your business do things for our school, at cost or for free.  These things would not be allowed anymore.  Language will be proposed that says “unless such person provides goods or services to the charter school as a charitable donation by providing such goods or services at no profit for the contractor or no cost to the charter school.”  Leigh is prepared to go and testify on Friday for this as well.  

Matt asked what is going on with the Future Farmers of America.  Leigh has not heard back from them.


Ed spoke about insurance.  ACE will be on the State of Nevada Insurance Plan beginning December 1.  In the long run, it should save money.


Ed stated that ACE has been approved to purchase the lots on N. Truckee Lane as needed.  The price will be the same as the current lots, unless the appraisal comes back for less.  Dale Sanderson is going to put together something in writing.  Matt asked for the next meeting if an estimate of what houses are appraising for on N. Truckee Lane can be provided.  He also asked for a monthly update on the items needed for the house.  

Students are starting to frame the student built house.  There is still some concrete to pour on the back patio, which could wait until spring.  There is one more lot on Hombre to build on, unless the road goes through.  AGC and ABC have let ACE use their classrooms for lectures.  Ed thanked the board members for their donations.   


Ed is working on getting the permit for the portable.  There have been some issues.  The state won’t issue a permit until the utilities are in, but the utilities can’t be run until the state issues a permit. 


Ed and Leigh are talking about apprenticeship training and a sheet metal program.
6.  COMMITTEE REPORTS
a. Finance Committee
A final copy of the financial audit was distributed to the board, that was previously approved by the board.  There is a note on page 16 regarding the building improvements.  The amount of the note payable for building improvements is still being determined.


Financial statements for September 30, 2007 were also distributed.  A copy is on file in the ACE office.  The finance committee will be meeting before the next board meeting.
7.
NEW BUSINESS
a.   Nomination Committee

Matt stated that the nomination committee met and nominated the following board members to three year terms:  Mike Cate, Laurie Coombs, Dale Lowery, Charles Morrison and Clara Andriola.  Clara will eventually be replaced by Michelle Daughtery.  The nomination committee is also recommending that Stan Goodin and Tim Crutchmeyer be new three year term board members and Mike Dillon nominated for 2nd Vice President.  Ron Cohen’s term is up and due to his busy schedule, he will not be renewing his term.  Ballots will be mailed out by Siliva.  A motion was made and approved to nominate the persons above and to mail out the ballots.  Terms start February 1, 2008.  Matt would like Lee Roberts of Applied Mechanical to be considered for the future.
8.  PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment made.
   There will not be a December meeting.  The next board meeting will be Wednesday, January 16, 2008 at 3:00 p.m., at the Academy for Career Education at 2800 Vassar St., Reno, NV  89502.
The meeting adjourned at 4:01 p.m.

